
                                                                                                                     

                            
 

 

 

 

 

 

                
           
                                                     

                        
                                                                                                                 

 

          Impressions    
  

It is an awesome thing to look back on the life 

of a person and seek to understand its secret. 

A number of people have asked for a copy of 

what I said in celebration of the life of Kay 

Friedrich (1920-2010), Doc Friedrichôs wife. 

So here goes. 
 

Kayôs life story bears a resemblance to that of 

Ruth in the Bible. At a certain point in her 

young life, she responded in the fierce 

commitment of Ruth to her soon-to-be groom, 

if not quite in so many words: ñDo not urge 

me to leave you or return from following you. 

For where you go I will go, and where you 

lodge I will lodge. Your people shall by my 

people, and your God my Godò (Ruth 1:16). 
 

It was Kayôs choice to be her husbandôs 

partner in the deepest sense of that word. The 

choice shaped her life and his to the very 

foundations. And God honored her choice 

throughout her life in very remarkable ways. 
 

Rarely have I known two people to be so 

attached to one another. However many 

difficulties that attachment entailed, the love 

which united and still unites Dr. and Mrs. 

Friedrich was a beautiful thing to behold. 
 

Kayôs parents split up when she was young. 

Her Dad was in the service. Her mother was a 

nurse. She was an only child. Her mother 

raised her, and Kay was also close to her 

grandmother. She lived in Berkeley 

California, a beautiful place, a place she 

would always hold dear in her heart. 
 

In 1941-42, when her future husband was an 

intern at Alameda Hospital in Oakland CA, 

she was training to be a nurse at the same 

hospital. The two lovebirds met, and their 

lives were never the same again. 
 

Dr. Friedrich was drafted. WW II was in full 

swing. He was off to Alaska. No email or cell 

phones back then. They corresponded by post. 

He sent her an engagement ring in the mail. 

Imagine that. Imagine Kay receiving that ring. 
 

Later he was off to Fort Hood in Texas. Then 

he was off to Europe, to head up a medical 

supply unit, with the all -too-famous General 

Patton as his commander. But in a break 

before he did, Kay and Lee were married here 

in the Lomira area in a ceremony officiated by 

the Methodist minister of the time. Kay went 

back to CA and worked as an obstetrical 

nurse. 
 

With the end of the war, Dr. Friedrich flew 

back to CA. He bought a second hand car, and 

the two drove to Wisconsin. What memories! 

He wanted to be a resident in internal 

medicine, but sooner rather than later became 

a general practitioner and took over the 

practice of Dr. Raymond. The date: January 1, 

1946. 

RINITY 
HARVEST 

April 2010 



Kay never complained. She was her husbandôs 

ñright hand manò as Doc told me ï and 

woman. She ran the office of his medical 

practice. Their two children were born at this 

time, Vicki in 1946, Jackie in 1949. 

 

At the time, the Friedrich family did not have 

strong religious affiliations. But some sort of 

run-in with the Lutheran pastor of Brownsville 

led the Friedrichs to come, all four of them, to 

Salem Church, one of the congregations that 

merged to create this congregation, Trinity 

United Methodist Church. It was the 

Lutheransô loss and our gain. As a Methodist 

pastor, I sometimes want to pray that the 

Lutheran pastors in my area will be bad eggs, 

so that I can get to be the pastor of more fine 

people like the Friedrichs. But I donôt pray 

that way, because I know full well lightning 

would strike me if I did. There are good and 

bad pastors in all denominations, including 

mine. It is only right sometimes that people 

vote with their feet. 

 

Vicki and Jackie have fine memories of 

growing up in Trinity church. I am happy for 

that, and for the commitment and faithfulness 

of their parents which made that possible. 

 

They also remember how their mother Kay 

made Homecoming dresses and Prom gowns, 

including jackets and matching coats. She was 

a great cook, and loved to experiment with 

Chinese dishes, or anything that she might 

find challenging.  She would experiment in 

the making of her husbandôs favorite 

chocolate éclairs, cream puffs or a new kind of 

egg roll.  

 

Dr. and Mrs. Friedrich loved to take a trip 

every year. Their daughters would stay 

behind, guests of a sister. Jamaica, the 

Bahamas, San Francisco. Their marriage was 

also a beautiful friendship. 

 

One day, Doc Friedrich was in Waupun to 

visit a patient at the hospital. After the visit, he 

stopped at a hardware store and bought a 

driver, a wedge, and a putter. When he got 

back home, he said to his wife, ñGo thou forth 

and golf.ò And she did. Thatôs how it started. 

For many years golf was Kay's passion, and 

she was competitive and skilled.  Although 

she was small, she was mighty, and she 

enjoyed the beauty of a golf course on many a 

summer day. 

 

She was a 4-H leader when her kids were of 

that age. She took courses in drawing and was 

an accomplished artist.  She had friends in 

Chinatown in California, and she kept those 

friendships up.  

 

65 years of marriage. What an amazing 

accomplishment. It is natural to imagine that 

Kay chose to be the kind of wife her mother 

would have loved to be to her husband, but 

was not destined to be. And God blessed 

Kayôs single-minded commitment to that goal. 

Doc Friedrich became the husband Kayôs 

mother would have wished to have had. 

Blessed be the tie that binds: the marriage 

bond gave Kay and Lee the best times and the 

most difficult times of their lives. 

 

One of my first memories of being a pastor 

here is how enthusiastically Kay would greet 

me in line after church every Sunday without 

fail. What an encourager she was for me. The 

last couple of years were not easy. Not easy at 

all. The way that Doc stuck by Kay in her 

decline was awesome to behold. The children 

helped as best they could. In the last few 

months, a healthcare worker named Brenda 

went way beyond the call of duty to make life 

easier for both Kay and her husband. An 

unexpected blessing, the kind that warms the 

heart. 

 

The apostle Paul says that three things endure 

forever, faith, hope, and love; and the greatest 

of these is love. Everything that Kay 

accomplished in faith, hope, and love ï they 

now combine to make her who she is, by 

Godôs grace, for all eternity. We grieve her 

loss. We are thankful for all she gave us.  
 

 ~ Pastor John Hobbins 

 

 

 

 



TRINITY NEWS 
 

80+ BIRTHDAY  Club  

Happy Birthday to the following who 

celebrate April birthdays: 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

I would like to thank everyone for their 

prayers and concerns during Kayôs final days.  

Thank you to the ladies who took the time to 

prepare the meal following the funeral.  Thank 

you also to Pastor John for his visits with Kay 

at St. Francis Home, and for the wonderful 

service.  And thanks to Priscilla Ehlert for the 

beautiful music. 

God Bless You All, 

~ Dr. Leland Friedrich 

 

Just a note Ï to congratulate and tell you how 

proud I am of our church band and choir 

students.  Thanks for using your talents to 

Praise the Lord in church worship.  It is a real 

joy to strike up the Trinity Band with you! 

~ Jason Ehlert 

 

My Dear Band Students, 

THANKS so much for all your kindness to me!  

I enjoy helping you and will always be here for 

you.  The greatest Blessing comes back to me.  

Proud of You and Love You! 

~ Priscilla 

 

A big thank you to the Quilting Group for the 

quilt that was given to Damon for his surgery.  

He really appreciates all the kindness and 

love.  Thanks again and God Bless! 

~ Damon and Family 

 
 

 

50
th

 + WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES  
 

Congratulations to  

Leon & Joan Brasch as they 

celebrate their 59
th
 wedding anniversary on 

April 27
th
.    

 
 

 

March Trinity Church Events 
 

Death: 

 Kathleen ñKayò Friedrich was called to 

eternal life on Friday, March 12
th
.  The 

funeral service was held at Trinity 

Church on Sunday, March 14
th
 followed 

by interment at Salem Cemetery on 

Monday, March 15
th
. 

 
 

Prayer concerns 

beginning the month of 

April : 
 

Sharie Stuebs, Dr. Lee 

Friedrich, Merlene Hayes, 

Darlene Westphal, Faith Beck, Damon 

Kavonius, Jay Rawlins, Steve Scharf (nephew 

of John & Elaine Muentner), Lois Brummond 

(friend of Lorraine Zastrow), Loa Bosserman 

(Dorothy Bossermanôs daughter-in-law), Jane 

Thomas (family friend of Gene & Marge 

Junger), Frank Green (father of Jim Green), 

Dennis Stucke (Judy Stuckeôs son), Renee 

Wondra and Family, Mary Jane Serwe, Butch 

Steers (Kevin Steersô uncle), Dana Possin 

(friend of Gary Jesse), Troy Wondra, Bonnie 

Krizan (Bill Buskeôs sister), Jim Smith 

(brother-in-law of a co-worker of Betty 

Menzer), Tim Jandre (Bruce & Deb Bintzlerôs 

son-in-law), Bonnie Zimmer (friend of 

Meatball & Jackie Zimmerman), Susan Bhend 

(Cindy Hodnyôs sister-in-law), Thomas Buffin 

(Glenn Eichstedtôs brother-in-law), Vicki 

Engels (Kaye Lindbergôs sister), Charlie Bast 

(son-in-law of Nancy Andrews), our members 

and friends in nursing homes, and to all who 

serve in the military.  

 

     April   4    Nieta Hayes 

        April 23    Sam Hayes 
    



 

Menôs Fellowship 
 

The next meeting is on Tuesday, April 13th 

at 10:00 a.m. in the Fireside Room.  Coffee 

and snacks will be provided.   
 

 

 
 

Lenten and 

Easter Services 

Schedule 

 
Palm Sunday 7:45 and 9:30 a.m. 

Maundy Thursday, April 1
st
 7:00 p.m. 

Good Friday, April 2
nd

 1:00 p.m. 

Easter Sunday, April 4
th
 ~  

 7:00 a.m. Sunrise Service 

Easter Breakfast after Sunrise Service 

 9:30 a.m. Worship Service 
 

 
 
 

 

                     College Scholarships    

                  Available 
 
 

 

Senior Scholarship Applications for anyone 
who is entering their freshman year of 
college in the Fall of 2010 were mailed out, 
if you did not receive one please call 
Tammy at 960-4285 and I will get one for 
you.  They are due April 15

th
. 

 

 
 

VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION has 

announced the summer 2010 National 

Work Camp and Training schedule. 

Activities are available for locations in 

Wisconsin, Montana, and Iowa. A 

booklet with more information is 

located in the Church Library or at 

www://wisvim.org website. 

 
 

 

Easter Breakfast 
Sunday, April 4th  

After 7:00 a.m. Sunrise Service 
 

Menu ~  Scrambled eggs, coffee cakes,   
              sausage, potatoes, applesauce, 
               milk, juice and coffee.   
 

Tickets:   Adults   $6 
               Ages 6-11   $3 
              Age 5 and under  free   
 

Tickets will be sold after the worship 
services in the Fellowship Hall. 

Advanced sales would be appreciated.  
 

Donations of coffee cakes are needed. 

Happy Easter! 
 

 

 

 

Scrapbook for Pastor John 
 

As a going away gift for  

Pastor John, we would  

like to make him a  

Scrapbook.  If you have  

any photos such as wedding, baptism, 

confirmation, church photos, etc. that you 

would like to submit, please give them to 

Sarah Kretschmer by May 1st.  Also if 

anyone would like to give him well wishes, 

handwritten or typed, please submit those by 

May 1st also.  If you have any questions, call 

Sarah at (920) 579-2606.  Monetary 

donations would be appreciated to cover all 

supplies, as it will be a gift from the entire 

congregation.  Thanks for your help! 



 
 

 
 

   

      Gillyôs Sunday  

          at Trinity 

         April 25th  

  Beginning at 11am 
 

Just like Gillyôs in Fond du Lac, car hops 

(some on roller skates!) will take your orders 

at your car.  Burgers, Brats, Hot Dogs, French 

Fries, and Sundaes will be on the menu.  Join 

us for some great food and help us raise some 

funds for our Youth Group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    Women & Girls 

       Banquet 
       Monday, May 3, 2010 

       6:00 p.m. 

 
All ladies of all ages are invited to this 

potluck supper, so bring your favorite 

casserole, salad, or dessert. 
 

Tickets are $3 per person, ages 3 and under 

are free.  To purchase a ticket, contact Betty 

Menzer, Tammy Steers, Debbie Bintzler, 

Judy Schraufnagel or Judy Renderman.  

Tickets will also be sold beginning April 4th 

before and after Sunday worship services. 
 

Anyone wishing to donate door prizes, 

please contact Betty Menzer at 583-4503. 
 

Proceeds will go toward our youth group. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Mark your calendars for a fun Firehouse 

Adventure at VBS on June 18
th
 from 6:30 p.m. 

- 8:30 p.m. and June 19
th
 from 8:30 a.m. ï 

3:30 p.m.  We will be learning how to fight 

the fires of evil and how to fireproof ourselves 

through Jesus Christ.  Cost is $10 per child 

which includes lunch, snacks, and a t-shirt.  

To receive the t-shirt, you must sign up by 

June 1
st
.  Registration sheets are on the ñLook 

Whatôs Happeningò bulletin board in the 

Sunday School hallway.  Any questions, call 

Sarah at 579-2606 or Tammy at 960-4285. 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: June 18
th
 and 19

th
 

Help us turn our church into FIRESTATION 

316.  Please contact Sarah or Tammy if you 

are interested.  We are looking for anyone 

who could help with Snacks, Lunch, Crafts, or 

Teaching a Lesson.  Our team of helpers is 

very enthusiastic and is guaranteed to be lots 

of fun!! 

 
 

 

  Trinity Youth Group 
 

Weôre on Facebook at: 

facebook.com/group.php?v=info&ref=s

earch&gid=310448111290 

Become a friend! 

 

                             Youth Group  

                              Open House  
                        

                       The Trinity Youth will           

          be holding an Open House in  

 May.  Watch for the exact date in  

 your bulletins and the May 

newsletter.  And then come meet our 

great youth and check out their new 

room.  Refreshments will be served. 

 



                

Gwenõs  
Pen 

 
Iôve always liked 

Christmas more than I do 

Easter.  Of course there are 

the gifts that weigh in, both positively and 

negatively at Christmas.  Although as I 

mature, receiving them becomes less and less 

important while the giving becomes more and 

more so.  It isnôt the presents that make the 

difference. 

 

Itôs the cruelty and torture of the Easter story 

that keeps me from the joyous anticipation I 

feel at Christmas. I cringe at the sight of any 

cruelty whether to insects, pets, or to one 

another.  I donôt read about it, I donôt watch it, 

I donôt talk about it.  I donôt want to think 

about it.  So the dark days before Easter are 

hard to contemplate. 

 

Of course, Christmas has its story of Herod 

having all those beautiful, innocent, trusting 

babies cruelly slain, but aside from that, the 

stories are gentle and wondrous and 

miraculous.  I like hearing them.  I like 

singing about them.  I like watching them 

come to life through a very young blue-clad 

Madonna bending over a box of straw, 

readjusting the bobby pins holding down her 

head shawl.  I like the angels in white choir 

robes, their cardboard wings askew; the 

Wiseman,  barely old enough to pronounce 

ñfrankincenseò wearing bathrobes with gold 

tasseled sashes, and I like the shepherds who 

always wear burlap and carry their long 

crooks not knowing what their use might be. 

 

It would seem that I would be equally 

enchanted by the huge cardboard boulder at 

the entrance of the tomb, the dazzling angel 

within the tomb all white and gold, tinsel 

wrapped about his forehead, and the women in 

flowing gowns who find the tomb empty.  But 

I canôt seem to get beyond that one cross in 

the middle of the three on a hill.  My mind 

dwells on the mental and physical torture laid 

on one so innocent.  I donôt want to hear the 

knotted ropes whipped into his flesh, and most 

of all I canôt bear the metallic clang of the 

hammer against nails actually being pounded 

through muscle and bone. 

 

Thereôs a lot more I donôt like.  But none of 

you are unfamiliar with the accounts so 

vividly recorded in the Gospels, and perhaps 

some, like me, want to downplay or even 

ignore the ñbad parts.ò  But how can we even 

begin to appreciate the loving gift given to us; 

or rejoice with bursting hearts over His 

resurrection when we jump to the rest of the 

story with little or no consideration of the 

events that came before it? 

 

So, this year, I hope to open my heart to the 

whole truth of Godôs incredible gift: Jesusô 

tortuous sacrifice, and then my humble, most 

grateful and contagious joy in his resurrection, 

which is, of course, the whole purpose of 

Christmas. 

 

 

 

Trinity 
Handbell 

News 
 

 

The bell choir did a good job in March.  

For April we are playing ñCantad el 

Senorò for Easter which will include a 

flute played by Anne Ullius, the marimba 

played by Gwen Hinz, and the maracas 

played by Paul Jewson. 
 

We have also been invited by Pastor Jane 

to play at her church. 
 

Have a Blessed Easter, 

Diana Jewson 

Trinity Bells Director 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Book Title:  ñMy Tummy Talked In Church  

 Todayò 

Author: Christy Colby Heno 

Category: Spiritual Growth  

  

Here is a book for ALL ages!  The poems, 

prayers and scriptures found in it will bring 

both joy and understanding to you and the 

children in your life.  The author allows the 

reader to talk about faith to their children in a 

fun way with her poetry.  So read, laugh and 

celebrate your faith together with your family 

or by yourself.  Either way, you will enjoy this 

inspiring book.  For example: 

 

     I held my breath and swallowed hard, 

     I knew it was coming then; 

     My tummy talked in church today; 

     Thank goodness it said ñAmen.ò 

 

About the author: 

A staff member, who had the privilege to 

work daily with author Christy at the same 

church for several years, spoke of her as a 

wonderful person with a radiant smile and 

Christian spirit.  He said she has an amazing 

sense of humor and special love and 

understanding of and for children, plus a deep 

commitment to Christ.  Her faith, hope and 

love will reach out and touch her readers in a 

beautiful way. 

 
 

Guess what?!?!  The long awaited for book 

entitled ñThe Undertakerôs Wifeò has finally 

arrived.  You will want to find out all about 

life in a small town funeral home.  With 

warmth and humor, Celia Hastings tells her 

story. 

 

 

 

Trinityôs 2010 Neighbor Need 

Mission Trip 

June 21-26 

 
 Have you always  

 wanted to go on a  

 Mission Trip but couldnôt 

 commit to a whole week  

 away or could not sleep  

 away from home?   

 Then this is the Mission  

 Trip for YOU! 
 

 Trinityôs mission this year is right here in  

 our communityôs ñBack Yards.ò 
 

 Volunteers Needed: 
 

 Cook Staff -  Plan and prepare noon  

 and Clean Up  lunches.  Supply  

  worksites twice a day  

  with snacks and drinks. 
 

Yard Workers - Lawn mowers,   

  trimmers, weeders, etc.  
 

 General Help - Variety of skills or  

  willing to learn some  

  new ones. 
 

If you would like to help or have any 

questions, please contact Bruce & Debbie 

Bintzler at 269-4691 or Doug Kiehnau at 

269-7049. 
 

 
 

Letôs turn a sad day 

into a fun one!  

Pastor Johnôs last 

day will be Sunday, 

June 27
th
 and we are 

planning a party!  If 

you would like to 

contribute your time, energy, funds and/or 

talents, please contact Karyn Michels at 

(920) 979-3956 for details. 

 

Whatôs New in the 

Church Library? 
 

~ Lorraine Zastrow 
 


